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PICTURED HERE is a C47 of the unique and ‘“‘secret” 5318 Provisional Unit (Air) (Col-
lecting Unit), the glider towing / snatching air force of the 1st Air Commando Group. This was
the unit carrying the *‘Question Mark in a Circle” insignia, as seen in the photo. Joseph C.
Lucke of the 5318th furnished the photograph.

Lend-Lease Douglas Dakota FD947 ex 42-24006 C-47A-40-DL c/n 9868 arrived in the United Kingdom on 11 August 1943 for the
RAF. Eight days later it arrived in India and was transferred to the USAAF on 26 October 1944 and struck off charge, presumably
ifter battle damage, on 31 December 1945. 1t is depicted somewhere in South East Asia Command with visible damage and carrying
the unique markings of the USAAF 2nd Air Commando Group. Between 12 November 1944 and 4 October 1945 the group was
based at Kalaikunda, India. (Via Peter M Bowers).




AC-119G SHADOW

Primary Function:
Cargo/Gunship

¢ Builder: Fairchild-Hiller
).> Corporation

Power PlantTwo Wright
R-3350Turboprops
Maximum Takeoff
Weight: 77000 Ibs.

| Maximum Speed270mph.
Cruising Speedt74mph.
Service Ceiling24,400 ft.
Range: 1,708niles

SPECIAL OPERATIONS USE
With the Vietnam conflicescalating in intensity and the aging A€ unable to keep pace with operational
demands for longer air loiter time and firepower the USAF began searching for a replacement gunship. The
C-130 was desired, but cost prohibitive and the new Hercules wdg Besgled to perform its primary

cargo role. In 1968 the USAF found their solution in thgl® (Flying Boxcar) and reassigned 52 89s

from PA & IN USAFR units Twenty six Aircraftd e s i g n at e derefc@figarddanvtiie ®odel
consisting of four7.62mm mini-guns for the purpose of base defemsenaximum of 50,000 rounds of
7.62mm ammunition could be carried for day missions and 35,000 rounds for night missienaircraft
incorporated a AVEB 20kW Xenon light, a Night Observation Device (NODI.AdJ -74A automatic flare
launcher and 1.5 million candlepower illuminator (with 24 and 60 flares for night missions), fire control
computers, and APR5 & APR-26 radar warning receiver/ECM gedihe remaining twenty sigircraft

desi gnat ewereStted witg ndedwing 385 Westinghouse jet engimefour miniguns, and

two 20mmM61A1 cannongapable of unleashing up to 6,000 rounds per minute per guorward

looking AN/APN-147 Doppler radar, a AN/AAE ForwardLooking Infrared Radar (FLIR) stesm,and

an AN/APQ136 search radar to perfotmnter/killer role as the ¥nodel

AC-119GTAIL # 53-3144HISTORY

Taking delivery on 23 Apr 1954 aircraft 8344 performed troop carrier assignments in both, active and
reserve units in Japan, Oregon and Texas last serving with the 143s SOG, Rhode Island ANG, Warrick RI
before transfer t o ANArEnARR, HuesorBAZ wherg iawasisold to dpaivate s
civilian in 1975. The aircraft sustained major damage from a runway acadbtexico. 533144 was
purchased by another individual, repatriated in 1984 and stored in Laredo Té&ahtihged by the aver

for another aircraft from the USAF. Its final flight occurred on 23 Sep 1987 when it was flown to Hurlburt
Field to undergo engine and propeller changes and take its place of honor in the Airpark with installation
occurring on 28 Jun 1988.

m / Aircraft 53-3144 was utilized for crop dusting until profits dried up and t

as a method to convey contraband television sets from Texas to Mexic

impacting a large cactus in the middle of a runway in Mexico.
C-46D COMMANDO




Primary FunctionCargo

¢ andpersonnel Transport
/Glider Tow

Builder: Curtis Aircraft
Company

Power Plant: Two Pratt &
~ Whitney R2800
Maximum Takeoff
Weight: 56,000 Ibs.
Maximum Speed: 269 mph.
Cruising Speed: 183 mph.
Service Ceiling: 27,600 ft.

SPECIAL OPERATIONS USE

The G46 Canmando entered service with the USAAF in 1242 washe largest and heaviest
twin-engine aircraft to see service with the USAAfthough it saw action in every theatre,
carrying twice the cargo and personnel as thkf@he G46 was a natural selectiom support the
ChinaBurmalndia Theatre (CBI) of Operations during WWII. The46 ferried personnel and
cargo overHumpgoe afnaimaus fassage over the Hi mal a
to Air Commandd s i n | ndiThe Ga6 lmbastBdu largeacargo door, folding seats to
accommodate 40 troops,far greater payload thahe G47, and it offered better hiegititude
performance, which was one of the reasons it was used so extensively in the CBI Theater. In
Europe, the €6 was used tmtv gliders and drop paratroopers during the Rhein River crossing

in March 1945D, and F models were used in Korea, and a few aircraft were used by Air Force
Special Air Warfare Center in the early years of the Vietnam Walr962, with the reactivation

of the ' Air CommandodWing the G46 supported the 31¥9rroop Carrier Squadron and was later
pressed into service with Air America (the US sponsored airline in Vietnam), providing airlift
during numerous covert operations.

C-46D TAIL#44-77424HISTORY

Built in Buffalo NY and delivered to the USAAF on 16 Nov 1944. The actions taken by
personnel/movements and historical records of this aircraft have been lost for the time spanning
19447 1949.1n 1949, 4477424 was gained by the USAFR and utilized to mainpaoficiency

by units in the states of Washington and California. With the outbreak of the Korean War in 1950
this aircraft served in the countries of Japan and Korea. Remaining in the Far East until 1955 and
subsequently leased by the newly establislagaddese Selbefense Force it remained in service

to Japan until 1980 when it was sold to a private individual. Through mutual interest the USAF
exchanged a @18 to acquire the @6 through the USAF Museum Program and it arrived at
Hurlburt Field on 12 Ne 1985 with airpark dedication occurring on 11 Oct 1986.

The G46 was commonly referred to by pilots as the "Flyirgffi@" with at
least 31 known instances of fires or explosions in flight between May
and March 1945, and many others missing arder found.Mechanics

affectionately referredtothe€6 as t he APl umbers i, = A
-



Primary Function:

B-25J MITCHELL
BomberStrafing
Builder: North American

Te—————
Aviation

Power PlantTwin T e W A PP e
Wright R-2600-13 . g ' - '
fourteen cylinder air
cooled radial engines
Maximum Takeoff
Weight: 41,80 Ibs.
Maximum Speed: 278 ph.
Range: 1,275 miles w/
3,200 Ibs

Ferrying range: 2,700 miles.

Armament: Eight forward firing &inch machine guns in the nose, twanbh machine guns in
blisters on the Lt./Rt.

SPECIAL OPERATIO NS USE

Named in honor of Major General William "Billy" Mitchell, a pioneer of U.S. military aviation

The B25 was utilized in every theatre of WWII, however, the majority @58 were utilized in

Asia and the Pacifi®uring the 1944 1945 AlliedCampaigragainst Japanese Forces in the CBI
Theatre 15t Air CommandoGroup utilized B25s extensively in close air support and interdiction
roles in partnership with British @&sewmleagoal Or d
attack Japanese comunication links and bridges.

B-25J10-NC TAIL# 43-28222HISTORY

This B-25 was delivered to the USAAF on 7 Jun 1944 and assigned to various units until retirement
to AMARC At he b oeMosthaa AFRBOTuUcsoa tAZ db d \Octsl957. Noting its
availablity, the USAF transferred this-B5 to Hurlburt Field and reconfigured it to resemble the
H-Model which supported the'Air CommandaGroup in the CBI Theatre.

The Doolittle Raid, also known as the Tokyo Raid, on 18 April 1942, was an air ratidoynited States of
the Japanese capital Tokyo and other places on Honshu island during Worldigiiag [16 B25s the first air

raid to strike the Japanese Home Islands. It demonstrated that Japan itself was vulnerable to American

served asetaliation for the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor on 7 December 1941, and provided an if
boost to U.S. moralehile damaging Japanese morale.




A-1E SKYRAIDER

Primary Function: Close
Air Support

Builder: Douglas Aircraft
Corporation

Power Plant: Single
Radial engine Wright R
335026 (2700 hp).
Maximum Takeoff

W Weight: 25,000 Ibs.
Maximum Speed: 318 mph.
Range: 900 miles
Armament: Four 20mm
M2 cannonsUp to 8,000
Ibs. of ordnance on 15
external hard points including bombs, torpedoasgrdispensers, unguided rockets, and gun
pods.

SPECIAL OPERATIONS USE

Developed for and delivered to the USN on 25 Oct 1954, th&Ryraider proved its metal during

the Korean Warln 1967 the USAF requisitioned 80-A E/H/G variants for use byir
Commandés i n Sout heast As i(callsignFSarayywho lihkgd withitbee 1 6 0 2 A
ACS( c al | s iagNakhdh @haooin R9yal Thai Air Force Basal the 58 SOW the Al

served as a rescue helicopter escort, battlefield seed planter (releedmagice with small

firecracker like explosives that detonated when placed under pressure. These served to
compromi se NVA positions) and ser¥edroaéddatrieg!l
22 SOS. In theatre -AE aircraft were gifted to théiethamese Air Force when the USAF began
operations with the AD Corsair [.The USAF lost 201 Skyraiders to all causes in Southeast Asia

A-1E SKYRAIDER TAIL# 52-132598HISTORY

This Skyraider was delivered to the USN on 25 Oct 1954 and operational at El Segundo, CA with
USN and USMC squadrons. A short period of storage at Lichfield Park, AZ and Naval Weapons
Center at China Lake, CA occurred. Aircraft- 522592 served until 197Akhen inspections at

Eglin AFB revealed that flight stresses had compromised its ability to fly safely. In light of all A
1Es being given to th&ietnamese Air Forcahe National Museum of the USAF gained,
configured and displayed this Aircraft on HurlbEreld on 30 May 1972.

USAF MajorBernard F. Fisher piloted an ALE on 10 March 1966 missiol
for which he was awarded the Medal of Honor for rescuing Major "Ju
Myers at A Shau Sl Forces Camp.

USAF ColoneWilliam A. Jones, Il piloted an A1H onl September 196¢
mission for which he was awarded the Medal of Honor. In that miss
despite damage to his aircraft and suffering serious burns, he returned
base and reported the position of a downed U.S. airman.

HH-3E JOLLY GREEN



PrimaryFunction:Combat Search &escueTransport
Builder: Sikorsky Aircraft Div., United Aircraft Corp.
Power Plant: Two GE T56E-5 engines

Maximum Takeoff Weight: 22,050 Ibs.

Maximum Speed: 17ihph.

" Service Ceiling: 12,000 ft.

Range: 600 Miles

Armament: Two /62mmM60 Machine Guns

Crew: Four (pilot, copilot, flight mechanic and gunner)
Cargo: 25 passengers or 15 litters and two attendants

SPECIAL OPERATIONS USE

The HH3E helicopter is a modified version of the GHransport helicopter. &€eloped as a
derivative of heir S61/SH3 Sea King modelt ifeatures a substantiallgvised fuselage with a
rear loading ramp, a conventional though wignt hull instead of the -$1's boatull, and
retractable tricycle landing gear. The fuselage layout washys&ikorsky for the larger Ci33
variants It was developed for aircrew search and rescue missions deep within-eelkeimy
territory. Fifty CH-3Es were converted to HBEs with the addition of armor, defensive armament,
self-sealing fuel tanks and a resduast. With a watertight hull, the HBE could land on water,
and its large rear door and ramp permitted easy loading and unloading.

The first airrefuelable helicopter to be produced, the-BlEs retractable fuel probe and external
fuel tanks gave it eange limited only by the endurance of the aircrew. In fact, in 1967, two aerial
refueled HH3Es set the longdistance record for helicopters by flying astop from New York

to Paris, France. This lomgnge capability allowed HBBEs to conduct CSAR opédians
anywhere in the Southeast ASiaeateiof operations, and they participated in the attempt to rescue
American prisoners of war from the Son Tay prison camp in 180).Green Giants rescued
countless aircrews and stranded persoriia. USAF retiredts last HH3ESs by 1995.

HH-3E TAIL # 65-12784HISTORY

Delivered to the USAF on@BMay 1966 this helicopter provided CSAR and transport services at
multiple locations throughout Thailand, Vietnam, Japan, Philippinesnatie United Stateat
Suffolk ANGB, NY 1984, Homestead AFB, FL 1990 and Davis Monthan AFB, AZ 1991
Dedication in the airpark at Hurlburt Field occurred during May 1992.

During the Vietnam War, the most commonly usescuehelicopter was the Jolly
Green Giantso namedlue to its enormous size amistlyolive drabexterior.When
personnel were in need of rescuelly Green respondedfter these personnel wer
rescued, they would proceed to receattoo of thelovable giantgreen feet on
their buttocks due to thfact that he Para Jumpers "saved their postetior




A-26A COUNTER INVADER

Corp

43,300 Ibs.

025 flaredispensers, two LAEBA rocket pods or four CBWU4 cluster bomb units.

SPECIAL OPERATIONS USE

Primary Function: Bomber
Builder: Douglas Aircraft

Power Plant: Twin Pratt &
Whitney R2800-52W air
cooled radial engines

Maximum Takeoff Weight:

Maximum Speed323 mph or
291 mph at sea Ivl.
Range: 1,480 miles
Max Ferrying Rge2,700 miles.
Armament: Eight .50 caliber
nose machine gungight .5
inch wing machine guns an
Internal Bomb load of 4000
Ibs. withexternal bomb load
of 800Ibs. on pylonsSUU-

Heavily wutilized NimodSo usave as ¢ r VAISAlE63.fImtNowe 196329 & 3
detachment ofAir Command@ sleployed to Bien Hoa AB undédperation FARM GATE to train
Vietnamese AF personnel with the2B. Four years later the-B6 woul d
configuration.In the spring of 1966, it was decided to deple@Ks to Southeast Asia in an attempt to

stem the flow of war material dowthe Ho Chi Minh trail from North Vietnam via Laos. Since northeastern
Thailand was much closer to the intended area of operations in southern Laos, the US Government obtained
permission for the Invaders to be stationed there rather than in South Vietoasver, during the mid

1960s, Thailand did not permit the basing of bombers on its territory, and so in May 1966 the aircraft were
reassigned the old attack designation e26¥, thus bringing the Invader futircle. During Vietham the

A-26A was employg in a night time truck killer role. Its superior firepower, loiter time and pilot ingenuity
wrought devastation upon Viet Cong supply convoys. In Dec, 19@6A& were credited with 80% of alll

USAF truck kills for the month in the Steel Tiger area despitly flying 7% of all sortiesA-26As
depended on FACs in-@A Skymasters, €23 Candlestick operations ori30 Blind Bat operations to

acquire targets.

A-26A COUNTER INVADER TAIL#64 -17666HISTORY

This aircraft was removed

from AMARC

be moodi fi ed

it he

boneyar

fit prior to action in the Vietham Waerial numbers were changed after AMARC removal and prior
records have not been discovered resulting in a histoodl this aircrafts legacy. The 56 SOW, Nakon
Phanom Royal Thai Air Base, flew this Counter Invader until its return to the United States in 1970 where
it was the first aircraft to be dedicated in the Hurlburt Field airpark on 4 Jul 1970.

Mark 34/35fFunny Bombd wer e | e
trucks, personnel and gun emplaceme
Developed in WWII the funny bomb contain
jellied fuel, cluster bomb units and whi
phosphorous. The bomb split its casing and igni

its contents as it fell giving the appearamtea
waterfall of fire. Upon impact the CBUs explode
decimating an area approximate to a football fie
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UC-123K PROVIDER

Primary Function: Defoliant,
lllumination, Air Assault
Transport, CargoAir
Evacuatiorand Blackspot
Builder: FairchildAircraft
Corporation.

Power Plant: Two Pratt &
Whitney R2800and two
General Electric J85s
Maximum Takeoff Weight:
60,000 Ibs.

Maximum Speed: 240 mph.
Cruising Speed: 170 mph.
Load: 60 fullyequipped troops, 50 stretcher patients or 24,000 Ibs. of cargo
Service Ceiling: 28,000 ft.

Range: 1,825 miles.

SPECIAL OPERATIONS USE

Designed by the Chase Aircraft Co. just after World War I, tHE28 evolved from earlier large assault
glider designs. Providers entered service with the USAF's 309th Troop Caoigr Bssault) in 1955. In
January 1962, the first of many Providers were sent to South Vietnam to start the Ranch Hand defoliant
program. Shortly after, a squadron of standaf®@Bs arrived to provide mobility to the South Vietnamese
Army. By the fall d 1964, there were four USAF-£23B squadrons in Vietnam flying airlift and airdrop
missions.Standard Providers flew night flare dropping missions to expose enemy attacks. Specially
modified G1 2 3 s f | €andlesticki hop é&r ati ons wi t h fvisioneduipineptht s, r
In 1966, two Fairchild €23K Providers (#5491 and #54698) were modified A€123K (Project Black

Spot) began operations with the 16 SOS. This test program was designed to give the dia Beit
contained night attack capability to seek out and destroy targets along the Ho Chi Minh Taagidgated

the NG123K the aircraft did not have guns, instead it flew over its targets and drdpptatbombs!As

the war in Southeast Asia wouddwn, the U.S. transferred some of its Providers to the South Vietnamese
Air Force and the Royal Thai Air Force. The remaining USAE23s were transferred to the Air Force
Reserve, which flew them into the ri®80s.

C-123K TAIL #55-4533HISTORY

Built in 1955 and assigned to the 834G oop Carrier Squadron, Pope AFB NC aircrafi4#33 deployed

to Tan Son Nhut AB, Vietnam until 1967 and returned to Eglin AFB, FL for upgradeModél. Upon
completion of maintenance the Provider returned to Vietnanhat Rang AB until reassignment to the
USAFR in 1972 at Lockborne OH. Serving the reserves for 10 years and seven months the aircraft was
reconfigured to depict a-C€23 which dispersed the defoliamts Rainbow Herbacidesi Agent Gr een,
0Agent Bl Pené&, 0AGdAdEAgte nPwOmladadidAigralt | g\orfigumtiorn

which 554533 never served under. On 11 Oct 1981 the Provider was dedicated at Hurlburt Field.

By adding an aerial flare capability to the Provider, the "Candlestick"emtn@as born. €23K
Provider transports belonging to the 606th Air Commando Squadron had this special night missi
the Ho Chi Minh Trail. €123 "Candlestick" missions exposed the trucks witknsition candlepower
aerial flares. When a totally bleed-out Candlestick aircraft detected truck traffic, strike aircraft (a
blackedout) were called over the convoy, which was still oblivious to what was going on above it
the strike aircraft ready, the-T23 dropped its simillion candlepower flags and "marker bricks" ove
the trucks and flew out of the immediate vicinity. The strike aircraft followed the retdisd flares
to the hapless trucks. The results were dramatic, both at the moment and in the rise in US8&f's
month truckkill tallies.

11
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AC-47D SPOOKYT PUFFi1 PUFF THE MAGIC DRAGON

Primary Function: Gunship
Builder: Douglas Aircraft Comp.
Power Plant: Two Pratt &
Whitney R183092

Max. Takeoff Weight33,000 Ibs.
Max Speed: 232 mph.

Cruising Speed: 175 mph.
Service Ceiling24,450 ft.

Crew: F8 (pilot, copilot, navigator, flight
engineer, loadmaster, two gunners and a South
Vietnamese observer)

Range: 1,500 miles
Combat duration: 7 hours
maximum, typicab or 6 hours.

Armament: Three SUU11A 7.62mm miniguns firing at up to 6,000 rpithis provided coverage over an elliptical area
approximately 52 yards in diameter, placing a projectile within every 2.4 yards during a 3 seconthleufst-47D typically
carried about 16,500 rousaf ammunition. Note: Three aircraft initially equipped with 8 or 16c&0machine guns and others
had just two SULL1A miniguns (due to lack of availability from the manufacturer). Later, the-$UA$ were replaced by
specially designed General EléctMXU-470/A 7.62mm miniguns. 48 MR4 Mod 3 flares with 2 million candlepower and-a 3
minute maximum burn duration. Note: Initially (in 1964 and early 1965) 30@vitares of 750,000 candlepower were carried
before the MK24 flares were available. Later the war, several replacements for the-#2&Kflares were proposed including the
MK -33 one million candlepower rocket and Mi32/B99 "Briteye" 5 million candlepower flare

SPECIAL OPERATIONS USE

The AG47 holds an illustrious place wir Commandohistory. The firstAir Command® s i n | ndi a ¢
Burma relied on the @7 to continuously haul supplies and tow glidersOperation THURSDAY . The

combat use of the-@€7 in Vietnam began in February 1962 when the aircraft was used to drop flares to
illuminate outposts and small villages under night attack by Viet Cong forces. TH&dtafe shipsvere

part of the Operation FARMGATE (initially Jungle Jim) program to train VNAF forces in
counterinsurgency operations. Wheperation FARMGATE ended on July 28963, the €7 flare ships

were transferred to the 1&tr CommandaSquadron at Bien Hoa Air Base. The first test use of thelAC

gunship (initially FG47) in combat occurred on Dec. 15, 1964, with testing continued into early 865

USAF converted 3 G-47s for use as gunships during the Vietham War. In 1969 the USAF turned over its
AC-47Ds to the VNAF under the "Vietnamization" program.

C-47 Skytrain 43-15510HISTORY

Manufactured in Long Beach CA and deGooneyeBirddd t o t
operated in England in 1943 and participate@eration OVERLORD and sulOperation NEPTUNE

(The D-Day invasion) on 6 Jun 1944. When WWII concluded the aircraft was assigned to Army of
Occupation service with the 112" and 6" and the 7290 Troop Carrier Groups. This-&7 participated

in the Berlin Airlift. Given to Turkey as military aid in 1949 thed€ performed its cargo role until return

to the United States in 1970. Modified and dedicated as a#7AXhis aircraft participated in k@gnoments

in American history.

On 24 Feb 1969, Loadmasi#tC John Levitow flew a combat air patrol in

F\\
South Vietnam on his A@7. $ooky 71 sustaineal mortar strike to the to “P\)F

of its Rt. wing which resulted in a magnesium flare activating which avo

explode at 4000 degrees within secordisspite 40 wounds in his back an

legs, Levitow saw the loose flare, its fuse burning with clouds of smq

rolling amid ammunition cans that contained 19,000 rounds of

ammunition. Unable to stand up, and figh the aircraft's 3@egree bank

angle, Levitow crawled to the flare and threw himself upon it. Hugging
his body, he dragged himself back to the rear of the cabin and pusk
through the open cargo door an instant before it ignited, savingrtrafai
and its crew. The A&7 had more than 3,500 holes in the wings and fusel
one measuring more than three feet long.
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Primary FunctionGunship
Builder: Lockheed Aircraft
Corporation
Power Plant: Four Allison-T
56-A-9D turboprops
Maximum Takeoff Weight:
155,000 Ibs.
Maximum Speed: 380 mph.
Cruising Speed: 335 mph.
Service Ceiling: 33,000 ft.
Range: 2,700 nautical miles.
General Electric AN/ASE145
Low Light Level Television
Sensor System
-~ ¥  ThelowLight Level

: A Television Sasor (LLLTV)
mstalled on AG130 gunships enabled the aircrew to illuminate targets covertly during night operations.
Located just in front of the 20mm guns, the LLLTV could amplify the existing light 60,000 times to
produce television images as clearlyifaswere noon. The crew used a laser, which was invisible to the
naked eye but showed up clearly on the LLLTV, to aim thel®Q's guns with great accuracy

SPECIAL OPERATIONS USE

The AG130A Spectre is a<@30 converted to a gunship, primarily foght attacks against ground targets.

To enhance its armament's effectiveness, it used various sensors, a target acquisition system, and infrared
and lowlight television systems. The versatilel30 Hercules, originally designed in the 1950s as an
assaultriansport, was adapted for a variety of missions, including weather mapping and reconnaissance,
mid-air space capsule recovery, search and rescue, ambulance service, drone launchingefuwéding

of helicopters, and as a gunship. Th&3D could trangprt up to 92 combat troops and their gear or 45,000
pounds of cargo. Where facilities were inadequate, the Hercules could deliver cargo by parachute or by a
using a lowaltitude parachute extraction system without landdwgFeb. 26, 1967, the first C30aircraft

was selected for conversion into the prototype#8D gunshipAfter the prototype AE€L30A completed

its initial combat evaluation in early December 1967, problems identified during the test program were
evaluated and integrated into an upgrade and overhaul plan expected to take until midsumnkével 968.

of the 18 guships were lost to battle damage or other crashes in Vietham. Seeing combat with the 16 SOS
at Ubon and Korat, Thailand and throughout Vietnam the gunship excelled in bringing adversaries to their
ul ti mate end. Th eMddel guaship obuirad whilasupportm@peratibneUPHAOLD
DEMOCRACY over Haiti in 1994.

AC-130A TAIL #56-0509HISTORY

The Ultimate End was accepted by the USAF on 28 Feb 1957 and modified to E80AConNfiguration

on 27 Jul 1970Rarticipating in Vietham antthe rescu®f theUSS MayaguezAssigned to Duke Field it

flew in support ofOperations DESERT STORM and UPHOLD DEMOCRACY. Thirty six years and

seven months of service from the date of its acceptance the Ultimate End retired from active service on 1
Oct 1994 and wadedicated at the airpark, Hurlburt Field on 4 May 1995.

The Ultimate End demonstrated its metal by surviving f
hits from 37mm AntiAircraft Artillery on 12 Dec 1970,
extensive Lt. Wing leading edge damage on 12 Apr 1971
a 57mm round whiclpunctured its underbelly injuring i
crewmember on 4 Mar 1972.
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OA-37B DRAGONFLY

Primary Function: Reconnaissance
and Night Interdiction
. Builder: Cessna
Power Plant: Two General Electric
J85GE-17A Engines
Maximum Takeoff Weight11,700 Ibs.
Maximum Speed: 500 mph.
Cruising Speed: 425 mph.
Service Ceiling36,000ft.
Armament: Single 7.62mm nose
mini gun and 3,000 Ibs. maximum
of bombs, rockets and/or missiles

' ‘ e Range: 270 miles w/3,000 Ib.
SPECIAL OPERATIONS USE

From 19641966, the U.S. Air Force elmted two modified 337 trainers, designated YA37Ds,

as prototypes for a countarsurgency (COIN) attack/reconnaissance aircraft to use in Southeast
Asia. Following this evaluation, the USAF contracted Cessna to modify3®B§$ into A37As

in 1967. Laer that year, the USAF sent 253X As, nicknamedSuper Tweets' to Southeast Asia

for combat evaluation under the name Combat Dragon. These aircraft primarily flew close air
support, night interdiction and forward air control missionsantB Vietnam ad southern Laos.
Based on the successful results of Combat Dragon, the USAF order newly-B@iBsA which

had cockpit armor, more powerful engines, redundant flight controls, provision for aerial refueling
and a strengthened airframe. Of the 57-878s lilt, the USAF provided 254 to the South
Vietnamese Air Force (VNAF) to replace their agind ASkyraiders. Although the-87B served

with the USAF for only a short period, a number 68ABs remained in use with the Air Force
Reserve and Air National Guhgas observation/flight attack aircraft until the last one was retired
in 1992.

OA-37B TAIL #70-1293HISTORY

Manufactured in Wichita Falls, KS and delivered to the USAF on 10 May 1971 this Dragonfly
served various units until reassignmentte 11¢" Tactical Air Support Group where it served
until March 1991. In 1991 the Dragonfly was moved and dedicated in the airpark at Hurlburt Field.

The OA37B was the only jet aircraft assigned to Special Operafidres8th was
moved to Bien Hoa AB ande-designed as the 8th Attack Squadron and
equipped with the Cessna-3¥B Dragonfly and given a countgrsurgency
(COIN) mission The 8th flew rounethe-clock missions on both pyganned
airstrikes and immediate infantry requests. Whenever a forwardoatroller
observed signs of enemy activity, 8th SOS pilots were ready to respond
rockets, bombs and machine guns. On 30 September 1970, the 8th Attack Sq
was redesignated as the 8th Special Operations Squadron and transferred
35th Tatical Fighter Wing.On 1 October 1972, the 8th Special Operatic
Squadron was the last United States Air Force combat squadron to withdraw
South Vietnam.
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UH-1P IROQUOIS (HUEY)

-

Wea Primary Function: Utility
M helicopter instrument/bist
3 training, airborne assault
and medical evacuation.

Builder: Bell Helicopter
Armament:Two 7.62mm
M60 machine gunandtwo
rocket pods
Engine:Gener&Electric T-
58 of 1,070 shaft HP
Maximum speed140 mph
Cruising speedl15 mph
Range:330 miles

Ceiling: 24,830 ft.

Rotor diameter48 ft.
Overall length57'1" ft.
Weight: 9,000 maximum

SPECIAL OPERATIONS USE

Bearing the distinction of the HAroorslitselivemmogddpy us e d
all services throughout the conflict. The tHevolvedrom a 1955 U.S. Army competition for a new utility
helicopter. The Army employed it in various roles, including that of an armed escort or attack gunship in
Vietnam. The initial Army designation was HL) which led to the common unofficial nickname of &yu'

It was redesignated in 1962 as the-WHnder a triservice agreemelmt.addition todangerous and highly

classified missionin Vietham, the Huey supportgdperation BAHAMAS AND TURKS (Operation

BAT) an ongoing Drug Enforcement Agency initiative to prevent illicit drug introduction to the United
States. In January 1984 one Huey suffered catastrophic double engine failure and crashegat sea
Nassau, Bahamasilling three 20 SOS personnélvhitbeck Street, Hamby Place, and Acha Drive at
Hurlburt Field were named for these personnel.

UH-1P TAIL #64-15493HISTORY

Received on 19 Aug 1965 this Huey was assigned to Minot AFB, ND until forward deployed to Tuy Hoa
and Cam Rahn Bay, Vietnam. In June 19f helicopter was upgraded to théedel for psychological
warfare operations. Concluding service in Vietnarlb492 returned to the United Stafesassignment

to MacDill AFB, FL retiring from service in 1980. On 11 Oct 1981 this Huey was dedicatbd airpark

at Hurlburt Field.

On November 26, a siman reconnaissance team of Green Berets had been lifted into Vietham's western highlan
the Cambodian border. Hours later, they found themselves penned up next to & tivedainesFleming inspected
the only clearing near enough for the troops to reach and found it impossible to land his Huey there. He instead
the river and hovered just above the water, with his landing skids against the bank, hoping that the GreeauB®r( %
be able to run to his helicopter safely. This maneuver was a balancing act that required great piloting skill. After
for several minutes, the reconnaissance team radioed that they couldn't survive a dash to the helicopter. Flen
his UH-1 out of range of the hostile fire. The enemy soldiers concentrated their fire on theTlid Green Berets rai
for the chopper, firing as they ran and killing thxéet Cong barely 10 fedtom the aircraft. As they leaped through tt
cargo door, Fleing once more backed the helicopter away from the bank and flew down the river to safety. On 1
1970 Lt. Fleming was presented with the Medal of Honor for his heroic actions.
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T-28A TROJAN

Primary Function: Close Air Suppor
Builder: NorthAmerlcan Aviation

1 Engine

Max Takeoff Weight: 7,460 Ibs.
Max Speed: 283 mph

Cruising Speed: 190 mph

Service Ceiling: 25,200 ft.

Range: 1,000 miles

Armament: Two .5&al. Machine
guns in detachable pods under win
two 10Clb. bombs, or six 2.25 in.
rockets

SPECIAL OPERATIONS USE

North American designed the-28 to replace the World War Il efa6 Texantrainer. First
flown in Septembet949,the Trojanentered production in 1950. An 80® engine powered the
USAF version(T-28A) while thelater U.S. Navy versions (Z8B and C) were powered by a
1,425hp engine. When production ended in 1957, North American had built a total of 1,948 of
these three version&ir Commands began using the-Z8 in 1961 when eight Trojans were
assigned to Hurlburt Field. Newly modified to carry increased ordnance in 1961;28s T
deployed with thé®peration FARMGATE detachment in support of the South Vietnamese Air
Force who were training for combat. During March 1963, the Trojans flew 90 sorties and expended
ordnance on 58 of them resulting time destruction of nine confirmed boats and seven more
sustaining damageAnother detachment from Hurlburt Field participated in Operation BOLD
VENTURE conducting training and providing humanitarian support to Parlard862 the Air
Force began a program to modify more than 2688As as 28D "Nomad" tactical fighter
bombersfor counterinsurgency warfare in Southeast Asia. Equipped with the larger-h@25
engines and many other changes, ##8Ds eventually proved to be an effective close air support
weapon against enemy ground forcese USAF lost 23 128s to all causesuding Vietnam.

T-28A TAIL #49-1663HISTORY

Delivered to the USAF on 2 Jan 1951 this Trojan performed a training mission at Williams AFB,
AZ, Norton AFB, CA, Lowry AFB, CO and Sheppard AFB, TX as well as Hurlburt Field, FL. The
Trojan was dedicated on 9973 at the Airpark, Hurlburt Field, FL.

MostT-2 86 s have a black striope

toward the tail from the cowl
black stripe serves to camouflage the oil and exhaust gas statn
shoot back from the cowling.
turn black eventually anywayé

A distinctive set of yellow lines in the roundel identified an aircraft
belonging to South Vietham
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OV-10 BRONCO
vy Primary Function: RC,

» ~ ¢ N 3 . £ - 3 . . ._.-; N . .
- g X TN B Observation, EscorSpotting,
‘ g oy e (N0 o R 40 Utility and Itd Ground Attack.

b | — s AN

Builder: North American
Rockwell

Power Plant: Two Garrett
AiResearch T765-10/12
Turboprops

1 Maximum Takeoff Weight:
14,444 |bs.

Maximum Speed: 281 mph.
Cruising Speed: 223 mph.
Range: 1,240niles

Service Ceiling: 26,000 ft.
Range: 1,240 miles
Armament: Four M60C
7.62mm machine guns plus
3,600 Ibsexternal stores

SPECIAL OPERATIONS USE

The O\W-10A was a twirturboprop short takeoff and landing aircraft conceived by the U.S. Marine
Corps ad developed under a U.S. Air Force, Navy and Marine Corsefvice program. The
first production OV10A was ordered in 1966, and its initiabftit took place in August 196The
Bronco's missions included observation, forward air control, helicopseorte armed
reconnaissance, gunfire spotting, utility and limited ground attack. The USAF, however, acquired
the Bronco primarily as a forward air control (FAC) aircraft. Adding to its versatility is a rear
fuselage compartment with a capacity of 3,200nus of cargo, five combatuipped troops or
two litter patents and a medical attendanhe first USAF O\V10As destined for combat arrived

in Vietnam in July 1968. A total of 157 GWAs were delivered to the USAF before production
ended in April 1969.

OV-10 BRONCO TAIL #67-14626HISTORY

Delivered on 27 Jun 1968, this Bronco was immediately disassembled, crated and shipped by sea
to South Vietnam. Rebuilt and assigned to the"SDactical Air Support GroupBien Hoa ABit
conducted visualkeconnaissance and convoy escodned Air Liaison OfficerandForward Air
Controllers. In 1975 this Bronco was reassigned to Germany and then returned to the United States
in 1984 at George AFB, CA. This Bronco was transferred to Shaw AFB, SC irah@8&tired

from operational use in Aug. 1991. Unsatisfied in retirement the Bronco was transferred to Kelly
AFB, TX where it served as a maintenance trainer until its transfer and dedication in the airpark at
Hurlburt Field on 16 Feb. 2000.

In1971,tk 23 d T ARASBrenco®Oréceived modifications under project Pave N
Carried out by LTV Electrosystesrduring 1970, these modifications primarily included t
addition of the Pave Spot target laser designator pod, as well as a specialized rigbpec¢
(replacing the initial starlight scopes that had been used for night time operations
LORAN equipment. The callsign Nail was the radio handle of this squadron. These a
supported interdiction of troops and supplies on the Ho Chi Minh Byalluminating targets
for laserguided bombs dropped by McDonnelHPhantom lls. After 1974, these aircre
were converted back to an unmodified QUA standard.

O-1E BIRD DOG
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Primary Function: FACObservation
Builder: Cessna Aircraft Corp.
Power Plant: On213 horse power
Continental 347011 Engine

Crew: 12

Maximum Takeoff Weight2,430 Ibs.
Maximum Speed: 150 mph.
Cruising Speed: 10dph.

Service Ceiling: 1880 ft.

Range: 530 miles

SPECIAL OPERATIONS USE

The United Sdtes Departmerdf Defenseordered 3,200 119s that were built between 1950 and
1959, entering both the U.S. Army and U.S. Marine Corps inventories, initially designated as OE
1s in the Marine Corps until all US military aircraft designations were standardized in 1@62. Th
aircraft were used in various utility roles such as artillery spotting, front line coroatioms,
medevac and trainingn 1962, the Army E19 and Marine Corps OFE was redesignated the O

1 (Observation) Bird Dog and entered the war in Vietnam. Duhagarly 1960s, the Bird Dog
was flown by South Vietnames®,S. Army, and U.S. Marines in South Vietham and later by
clandestine forward air controllers (e.g., Ravens) in Laos and Cambodia. Becausshoftits
takeoff and landingnd low altitude/low aspeed capabilities, the-Dalso later found its way into

U.S. Air Force servicesaa Forward Air Controlleaircraft for vectoring faster fighter and attack
aircraft and supporting combat seaattirescue operations recovering downed aircréften

flown by an experienced fighter pilot the Bird Dibgw in a spedic geographical area so that it
could readily identify enemy activity. If a controller observed enemy ground targetsarkedn
them with smoke rockefsr attack by fightetoombers. The FACemained on thecene to report
bombing resultsDuring the Vietham War the Bird Dog was used primarily for reconnaissance,
target acquisition, artillery adjustment, radio relay, convoy escort and the forward air control of
tactical aircraft, to include bdoers operating in a tactical role.

O-1E BIRD DOG TAIL #56-4208HISTORY
Bird Dog #564208 was delivered to the USAF on 4 Oct. 1957 and immediately relinquished to the US
Army. This aircraft was dedicated in the airpark at Hurlburt Field on 20 Oct. 1973.

On March 25, 196B/4ajor William McAllister came to the aid of a detachment of Vietnamese Marines
pinned down in a "narrow valley surrounded by 3,00énhfiuntains near Bong Son." He cameainder a low
to directattacks against thenemy. He was called on agairtlat evening and returned, flying again under
low overcast that extended up to 8,500 ft. Mac found the valley, despite the weather. Frisbee reported
"valley was barely wide enough for tight 36@gree turns." Healled for G123 flares but the flarship

could not getnto the valley so the 123Iropped its flares "in the blind" with the-Dhanghg down in there,
calling for adjustments. Aftdrseing lit up by the flaredMiac continued orbiting in this narrow Jal, ducking
to fire rockets and his M carbine out the windoviror his actions he would receive th& Force Cross.

O-2A SKYMASTER
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Primary Function: FAC
Builder: Cessna Aircraft Corp.
Power Plant: Two 210 hp.
Continental 18860C Engines
¢ Max Takeoff Weight: 4,900 lbs.
¥ Max Speed: 199 mph.
Cruising Speed: 144 mph.
+ Service Ceiling19,300 ft.
| Range: 1,060 miles
Armament: Rockets, flares,
= 7.62mm minigun pods or other
¢ light ordnance hung on four
Y wing pylons

SPECIAL OPERATIONS USE

In late 1966 the U.S. Air Force selected a military variant of the Cessna Model 337 Super
Skymaster, designated the2Dto supplement the-O Bird Dog forward air controller (FAC)
aircraft then operating in Southeast Asia. Distinguished by twin tail baoch$andermounted
engines, it featured a tractpusher propeller arrangement. Having twin engines enabled-the O

to absorb more ground fire and still return safely, endearing it to its crews.-2ZHesDflew in
January 1967, and production deliverieegan in MarchThe Model 337 featured a retractable
landing gear, cabin seating for six as well as turbo charging and cabin pressurization. The USAF
added windows and wing hard points for armament. Th2 €uld remain airborne for
approximately four hars while simultaneouslyusingboth, engines oiseven hours while using

one engine through its fuel crefeed systemCessna produced two serieshe O2A and the ©

2B. The QO2A carried wing pylons for rockets, flares and other light ordnance. In tRerbi&,

the O2A identified and marked enemy targets with smoke rockets, coordinated air strikes and
reported target damage. The2B operated as a psychological warfare aircraft equipped with
loudspeakers and leaflet dispensers. It carried no ordnarckiction ended in June 1970 after
Cessna had built 532-2s for the USAF

0O-2A SKYMASTER TAIL # 67-21368HISTORY

Accepted by the USAF on 31 Aug 1967, this Skymaster deployed to Nakhon Phanom Royal
Thai Air Base and Bien Hoa AB, Vietnam where it serustil transfer to the 1#1Tactical Air
Support Group, Pennsylvania ANG, Willow Grove PA. This aircraft continued its service in the
ANG until 1982 when the Skymaster was dedicated to the airpark Hurlburt Field FL.

The 505th Tactical Air Control Groupas assigned to Tan Son Nhut on 8 April 1964. 1
Unit was primarily responsible for controlling the tactical air resources of the US and its
in South Vietnam, Thailand, and to some extent Cambodia and Laos. Carrying out the 1
of providing tatical air support required two major components, radar installations
forward air controllersThe radar sites provided flight separation for attack and trans
aircraft which took the form of flight following and, in some cases control by USAF Weal
Directors. Forward Air Controllers had the critical job of telling tactical fighters where to
their ordnance. FAC's were generally attached to either US Army or ARVN (Arm
Vietnam) units and served both on the ground and in th&fzér TASSunits flew either the
O-1G Birddog, G2 Skymaster, or OM.0 Bronco.
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U-10A SUPER COURIER

Primary Funcoon: Courier,
Spotter and Propoganda
Builder: Helio Aircraft Corp.
Power Plant: Singl295 hp.
Textron Lycoming G480
G1D6 engine

Max Takeoff Weight: 3,600 Ibs.
Max Speed180 mph.

Cruising Speed: 160 mph.
Range: 1,100 miles

Crew: 1 pilot and 5 passengers

SPECIAL OPERATIONS USE

The Super Courier was a light utility transport developed from a civilian design first tested in
1949. Its short takeoff and landing (STOL) capability allowed it to operate from a clearing the
size of a football field, and itbility to fly slowly at speeds of approximately-35 mph made it

an excellent aircraft for visual reconnaissance. The original version of the U.S. Air Force Super
Courier made its first flight in 1958. The USAF purchased three aircraft for evaluatisantiee

year, designating them-28As and lger redesignating them-WWOAs. Eventually, more than 100
additional U10As were ordered, mainly for use Ay Commandaunits in Southeast Asia. It

was used for liaison, light cargo, small supply drop operations, psychological wamfasaed

air controllerand reconnaissance missions.

U-10A SUPER COURIER TAIL #6 2-3606HISTORY

Serving from 1961 1971 this Super Courievas assigned to Malmstrom AFBIO, Fairchild

AFB, WA, Goldman AFB, KY, Seymour Johnson AFB, NC, and Hurlburt Field, FL. In May

1971 the aircraft was dropped from USAF inventory and was dedicated in the airpark on 20 Oct
1973.

The Air Commanddold Venture detachmentin Panama delivered00 Ibs. of
books to schoolchildren on the islandNdrgandoy U-10 on 4 Aug 1962. Not only
did this provide desperately needed education materials, but proved to |
excellent training opportunity for the Air Conam d 0 6 s . During
Argentine G54 crashed in the Panamanian mountains and.@ led the SAR effort
searching as a-€6 illuminated the night with flares. Once spotted th&0guided
rescue personnel through use of its loudspeaker to th®gstsguishing itself once
again in 1962 a 10 located a lost civilian survey party and again coordinated re
operations.
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MC-130E COMBAT TALON |

Primary Function:

Infiltration, exfiltration, and

resupply

Builder: Lockheed Aircraft

Corporation

Power Plant: Four Allison

T-56-A-15 turboprops

Maximum Takeoff Weight:

155,000 Ibs.

 Maximum Speed: 380 mph.
. Cruising Speed: 335 mph.

- Service Ceiling: 33,000 ft.
~ | Range: 2,700 nautical

miles

SPECIAL OPERATIONS USE

The MG130E first entered the Air Force inventory in 1966. The-MBDE Combat Talon was a version of

the G130E Hercules cargo transport modified for special operations. Th@3AE was equipped with
aerial refueling equipment, terraiollowing/terrain awidance radar, an internal navigation system, a high
speed aerial delivery system and the surtacar Fulton Recovery System. The special navigation and
aerial delivery systems were used to locate small drop zones and deliver people or equipmesaiterth gr
accuracy and higher speeds than possible with a standBEBOEC The aircraft was also able to penetrate
hostile airspace at low altitudes and crews were specially trained in night and adverse weather operations.
The MG130E could carry 26 combagupped personnel. Durin@Qperation DESERT STORM, the MG

130E airdropped 13 BLB2/B general purpose bombs and completed multiple leaflet dispersal missions
as well as performing its secondary role of combat search and rescue.

MC-130E TAIL #64-0567 HISTORY

Aircraft #640567 was the first fixegving aircraft to land using Night Vision Goggles on 26 Nov. 1979.
The aircraft also flew durin@peration URGENT FURY in Grenada. Later, this aircraft was the first
Combat Talon to undergo the first phase of the eskkerMOD-90 conversion project which consisted of
critical upgrades to the aircrafts radar systems navigational suite. [yigrgition JUST CAUSE, #64
0567 was the lead aircraft of a fighip formation that served as the conflicts first assault on 191988

at Rio Hato, AB, Panama and later exfiltraMadnuel Noriegafrom Panama on 2 Jan. 1990.

The Fulton Surface-To-Air Recovery Systemwas used to extract
personnel/materials via air. Belium balloon raised a nylon lift line into the air,
whichwas snagged by a large scisssiheped yoke attached to the nose of the
plane. The yoke snagged the line and released the balloon, yanking the attac
cargo off the ground with a shock less than that of an opening parachute. A s
anchor secured the lirmnd wires stretched from the nose to both leading wing
edges protected the propellers from the line on missed snag attempts. Crew
members hooked the s line as it trailed behind and attached it to the hydrauli
winch, pulling the attachegerson or camginto the plane.
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MH -53 PAVE LOW

Primary Function:

Infil/exfiltration, resupply
Builder: Sikorsky Aircraft
Div., United Aircraft Corp.
Power Plant: Four Allison
Two General Electric T64
GE-100 :
Maximum Takeoff Weight:
46,000 Ibs.
Speed: 165 mplfsea Ivl)
Cruising Speed: 335 mph.
Service Ceiling: 16,000 ft.
Range: 690 miles. e
Armament: Combaf three =
7.62mm mini guns or three
.50-Cal. Machine guns

SPECIAL OPERATIONS USE

The MH53 PAVE LOW is a variant of the USAF Sikorsky F&3 Super Jolly Gree@iant and the USN

CH-53 Sea Stallion. The Mi33 was utilized for longange combat search and rescue and was developed

to replace the HEB Jolly Green Giant. The HB3s were later upgraded to the NB3 Pave Low series. In

May 1980, nine HFb3s were abruptl transferred to special operations forces in response to the failed
Iranian hostage rescue attem@ESERT ONE) and a lack of long range vertiddt platforms.
Throughout the 1980s, the Pave Low fleet grew to 41 helicopters and expanded frorfi Sm@al
Operations Squadron at Hurlburt Field to include thHéa2l 33 Special Operations Squadrons in Europe

and East Asia as well as a dedicated training squadron, tFeSpBitial Operatios Squadron at Kirtland

AFB NM. The MH53H evolved into the MFb3J with fleet expansions and Pave Low development
culminating in the development of the M&BM during the late 1990s. During its operational life, the
personnel who flew the Pave Low conducted innumerable missions of national significance. Among a host
of other missions, they played an important role in the invasion of Panama in 1989; led the first missions
of the 1991 and 2003 wars in Iraq; rescued a US pilot in Irag in 1990; evacuated the American Embassy in
Liberia in 1996; led rescue missions for twi& pilots in Serbia in 1999; conducted the longasr
helicopter rescues at sea in the North Atlantic in 1989 and 2002; flew raids in Afghanistan-202201

seized strategic eppumping facilities in Irag in 2003 and led scored of dangerous missidnaqg from

2003 to the end of Pave Low oper aS$téeelHorse. 0 Bdkeuriitrnt g ntgh
sunset of its service life the MBB and its crews flew in combat for the final seven years of operations.

MH -53 TAIL #68-10928HISTORY

Upon manufacture in Bridgeport, Connecticut this Pave Low was delivered to the USAF on 2 Jul. 1970.
Serving assignments in Thailand, Germany, the United Kingdom, Philippines and South Korea the
helicopter was well travelled. 680928 took part in the 19Mayaguez rescue operation sustaining major
battle damage to the engine, rotor blades and instrument panel. The final missietD6288vas flown

on 29 Jul. 2007 in support @peration IRAQI FREEDOM and it was installed as a memorial here at
Hurlburt Field on 3 Dec. 2007.

BeginningOperation DESERT STORM, two US Air Force
MH-53 Pave Low helicopters led eight Army A4 Apache
helicopters into Irag on 19 Jan 1991 destroyiagi radar sites
near the IragBaudi Arabian border which could have warn
Irag of an upcoming attack.
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MC-130°P COMBAT SHADOW

Primary FunctionAir
refueling for special
operation forces helicopters
Builder: Lockheed Aircraft
Corporation
PowerPlant: Four Allison
- T1-56-A-15 turboprops
% Maximum Takeoff Weight:
155,000 Ibs.
Maximum Speed289
mph.
Service Ceiling: 33,000 ft.
Range: 4,000 Hfautical
miles.

SPECIAL OPERATIONS USE
The MG130P series of aircraft entered service in 1965 during thmafie War as HAL30H CROWN

airborne controllers to locate downed aircrew and direct Combat Search and Rescue operations over North
Vietnam.The MG130Pwasdesigned for longange support of Special Operations Forces. Thell9@P

mission is to conduct lowisibility, single or multiship intrusion of politically sensitive/hostitontrolled

territories, to provide special operations forces helicoptdpaiir refueling/tilt rotor aitto-air refueling of

SOF vertical lift assets, infiltration, exfiltratiand resupply of SOF by airdrop andaind. The MG130P

conducts forward arming refueling point and/or hot refueling operations. In addition, thE3GFC
conducts leaflet drops in support of psychological operatimtan itspecial operations careertire mid

1980s received its Model designation in 199&nd went on to conduct critical air refueling missions in

the late 1980s during Operation Just Cause in Panama, and the early 1990s during Operation Desert Storm.

Since Operation Desert Storm, M€-130P has been involved in many operations: Northern and Southern
Watch, Deny Flight in Yugoslavia, Restore Democracy and Uphold Democracy in Haiti, Deliberate Force
and Joint Endeavor in Bosnia, Assured Response in Liberia, Guardian Retrieval fromEddueng
Freedom in Afghanistan, Iragi Freedom, New Dawn and Odyssey Dawn.

MC-130P TAIL # 650994HISTORY

Aircraft #65-0994 entered the Air Force inventory in 1965 and was delivered to the 9 SOS to the 17 SOS
on 2 May 1995The 17th Special Operationgy8adron, gart of the 353d SOG at Kadena AB, Jgpan
flewthe MG130P Combat ShadoWperation COBRA GOLllowed the 32@BTS to train on HALO

and Static Line operations with Thai personiitle Air Logistics Center at Warner Robicsmpleted

SOF Improvement Modifications to include GirSL996 While at the ALC, thelesignation of HE

130NP changed to M@ 30N/P on 15 Feb 1996.

In August 2000, a crew from the 17th SOS, along with another from the
SOS, flew a-C30 each to deliver 19 tanof disaster relief aid across the
Pacific to assist in Vietnam's worst flooding in a century. Nearly 22,000 po
of plastic sheeting, 3,600 blankets and 5,000 water containers were flo
from Guam, to Okinawa and then on to Vietnam by two KadeesedG 1304

23



AC-130H SPECTRE

Primary FunctionClose air
support, air interdiction and
force protection

Builder: Lockheed/Boeing
Corporation

Power Plant: Four Allison-b6-
A-15 turboprops

Maximum Takeoff Weight:
155,000 Ibs.

Maximum Speed: @ mph.
Cruising Speed: 335 mph.
Service Ceiling: 33,000 ft.
Range:1,300 nautical miles
Armament: 40mm and 105mm
cannons

Theprimary functions of the AL30H Spectre are close air support, air interdiction and armed reconnaissance. Close
air support missions include troops in contact, convoy escort and point air defense. Air interdiction missions are
conducted against preplanned targets or targets of opportunity and include strike coordination and reconnaissance and
armed overwatch missicsetsAC-130s also had a primary role during Operation Just Cause in Panama in 1989 when
they destroyed Panamanian Defense Force Headquarters and numerous command and control facilities. Aircrews
earned the Mackay Trophy for the most meritorious flighthe year and the Tunner Award for their efforts.

During Operation Desert Storm, AT30s provided close air support and force protection (air base defense) for ground
forces. Gunships were also used during operations Continue Hope and United Sh@tthlia, providing close air
support for United Nations ground forces. Gunships also played a pivotal role in supporting the NATO mission in
BosniaHerzegovina. The A 30H provided air interdiction against key targets in the Sarajevo area.

In 1997, guships were diverted from Italy to provide combat air support for U.S. and allied ground troops during the
evacuation of American noncombatants in Albania and Liberial 3@ were also part of the buildup of U.S. forces

in 1998 to convince Iraq to complyitly U.N. weapons inspections. More recently,-ABOU gunships have supported
Operation Iragi Freedom/New Dawn while both aircraft have been employed in support of Operation Enduring
Freedom. Finally, AFSOC gunships have also played a pivotal role ircev rgrisings in the Middle East. Gunships
provide armed reconnaissance, interdiction and direct support of ground troops engaged with enemy forces.

AC-130 TAIL #69-6575HISTORY

Delivered in January 1969ireraft #69-6575participated in many missions. Some of these include operations in
Ubon Royal Thai Air Force Base, Thailand, for combat support. Operation Just Causa thestage Crisis,
Operation Eagle Pull, Operation Frequent Wind, Operation Desert Storm, Operation Urgent Fury and Operation
Continue HopeWicked Wanda served for 43 years delivering violence to SOF customers whenever orders were

placed. ) - ) )
Piloted by Capt James Lawrence;68¥5 participated in Operation Eagi#aw(lran Hostage

Crisis).The crew flew nosstop with air refueling from Hurlburt to Wadi Qena, Egypt. Here
General Vaught called all the gunship aircrews into to the command post for a formal bri
Standing on a recently built picnic table, he beeveryone on the mission objectiven 24

April, as A 30 crews and maintainers were preparing for the long mission to Iran, seric
trouble occurred at Desert One. All the required helicopters did not make it to the Desert

site and the mission weaaborted. One, an RH3 crashed into an EC30the RKB3.
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Lieutenant Donald Wilson Hrlburt

Donald Wilson Hurlburt enlisted in the U.S. Army in August 1941. After completing basic
training, and his subsequent promotion to Private First Class, he was assigned as an aviation
cadet to Preflight Training School at Maxwgleld, Alabama. In June 1942, after completing
Advanced Flying School at Moody Field, Georgia, he was commissioned a Second Lieutenant,
and assigned as a pilot with the 358th Bomb Group at Alamogordo Army Air Base, New
Mexico.

In October 1942, he depad for the European theater of operations. There he served with the
258th Bomb Squadron, 303rd Bomb Group. He was promoted to First Lieutenant one month
before his return to the United States.

He was next assigned to Headquarters, 1st Air Force, Mitablel, New York, and then the 1st
Proving Ground Electronics Unit at Eglin Field, Florida.

First Lieutenant Donald W. Hurlburt died October 1, 1943, of injuries sustained when the aircraft
he was piloting, an ATL8 (Gunnery trainer version of the-20 Hudson) crashed on takeoff
during a local mission at the Eglin Field Military Reservation.

For his actions overseas and his military service, Lieutenant Hurlburt was awarded the
Distinguished Flying Cross and Air Medal with three oak leaf clusters. Hals@suthorized to
wear the World War 1l Victory Medal, The American Defense Service Medal, The European
African-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal with one Bronze Star for participation in Air Offensive
Europe Campaign, and the Aviation Badge "Pilot.”
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WORLD WARII
AIR COMMANDO / CHINDIT MEMORIAL

st Air Commando Group
Heritage

The name Air Commando was chosen by Gen.
H. H. Arnold as a tribute to Admiral Louis
Mountbatten who formed and trained the first
British Commandos. Mountbatten was
Supreme Allied Commander for Southeast
Asia.
Air Commando Motto

During night training a glider crashed killing
British Chindits. There was great concern this
would lower morale of the Wingate Troops
assigned to the glider operations. A written
message was recerved from the British
commander advising:

"Please be assured that we will go with your

boys, any place, any time. any where.”
This phrase was adopted as a motto for the 1st
Air Commando Group. It is still used in an
abbreviated form by Special Operations
Command of the U.S. Air Force.
The Chindits

The Chindits were highly trained jungle
fighters who were organized as a reinforced
division. Their mission was to infiltrate behind
the Japanese and disrupt communication and
supply lines. Chindits was a variation of
"Chinthe." The mythical figure that guards
Burmese temples. It was the high casualty rates
of the Chindits that precipitated the request for
help from the United States in evacuation of
wounded.

1st Air Commando Force

At the Quebec conference in August 1943,
President Roosevelt agreed to Prime Minister
Churchill's request for U.S. air support of the
British "Chindits" commanded by General
Orde Wimngate.

General H.H. Armold seized on the opportunity
to use the flexibility of air power to fully
support ground combat operations. Recruiting
of a 528 man all-volunteer force began
September 1943, and by December 1943, men
and equipment were in place in India and early
operations began.

On March 5, 1944, "Operation Thursday” was
launched. British "Chindits" were glider-borne
at night to a field 150 miles behind Japanese
lines in Burma. A dirt airstrip was carved out
the next day. and within a week 12.000
additional troops. 1.300 mules and tons of
equipment and supplies were airlifted into
"Broadway."

L-1 and L-5 light planes. gliders and a YR-4
helicopter evacuated the sick and wounded. C-
47's and UC-64's made re-supply flights. P-51's
and B-25's furnished air cover. close air
support and interdiction of targets.

After May 1944, the redesignated groups’
efforts were then directed to the support of the
British 14th Army in its victorious drive to
Rangoon. Additional personnel were assigned
to the group. P-47's replaced the P-51's and
operations continued with the same esprit de
corps.

The far sighted strategy of General Arnold. the
imaginative leadership of Colonels Philip
Cochran and John Alison together with the
bravery of the 1st Air Commandos played a
significant role in the defeat of the Japanese in
Burma.

Today Special Operations Air Commandos
contmue this tradition of dedicated service in
missions around the world.




AIR COMMANDO / CHINDIT MEMORIAL (cont)

2Lt John Akston

Flight Officer Edmond T. Lopez

2Lt Edward W. Aumann

2Lt Brents A. Lowery

Flight Officer Hadley E. Baldwin

Flight officer WM. E. Mantel

S55gt WM. C. Barber

55gt Vernon A. Mclnich

TSgt Billy F. Boen

Cpl Donald L. Merrill

2Lt Frank H. Borowsk

2Lt Teddy L. Movers

55gt James Brown

Cpl John Mullen

1Lt Frank S. Byme

S5Sgt WM. H. Neff

Capt K. Casey

1Lt Fay L. Nielsen

Sgt Herbert D. Curriden

Sgt Estil L. Nienaber

2Lt WM. E. Davison

1Lt Martin L. O'Berry

1Lt Robert L. Davis

Pfc Lee J. Packer

1Lt Murrell J. Dallard

1Lt Henry A. Palmer

1Lt Robert L. Dowe

Flight Officer Bishop Parrott

Sgt Falph W. Dubay

Flight Officer H 5. Pettit

Flight Officer Robert E. Everett

55gt Stanley W. Piontek

Pfc Enul J. Eastwood

1Lt Burt C. Powell

1Lt Glen R. Feichert

TSgt WM H. Postlewait

55zt WM. H. Felhoelter

55gt Thomas E. Purcell

2Lt John M. Ferron

2Lt Merle E. Reed

CplJohn L. Fey

1Lt Ernest N. Reichardt

TS5gt Charles E. Fischer

Flight Officer WM. C. Ritzinger

Col Clinton B. Gaty

55zt Arthur W. Ruck

Capt WM. E.. Gilhousen

Sgt Frank Sadoski

Cpl Jack W. Gulledge

Capt Erle H. Schneider

2Lt Albert E. Hainey

2Lt Ralph A. Selkirk

2Lt Bally H. Hastings

1Lt Robert D. Sharrock

11t Carl Hartzer

Flight Officer Leroy C. Shimulunas

Sgt Fredenck W. Helbig

Sgt Elton Silver

2Lt Charles H. Hess

Pfc Louwis Simon

S5gt James W. Hickey

2Lt Clyde 5. Slick

1Lt Brian H. Hodges

Cpl Emmit E. Sommers

1Lt L. D. Hollibaugh

Sgt Joseph G. Sperom

2Lt Keith B Hughes

Cpl Walter C. Stelter

2Lt James C. Hutchinson

1Lt Elmer J. Stone

2Lt Bruce V. Johnson

TSgt Walter B Sweeney

55gt Joseph Kaplan

1Lt Robert D. Thomas

2Lt Robert L. Karnes

S5S5gtNgon T. Tom

MSgt Peter D. Kelly

1Lt Edward G. Van Hofe

Capt John A Kelting

2Lt Leonard D. Waters

Pfc Fobert D. Kinney

2Lt Kenneth L. Wells

55gt Joe B. Klaus

Cpl George C. Wheelock

1Lt Donald A. Lefevre

Pfc WM. J. Winn

Flight Officer John M. Lesher

1Lt Stephen A. Wanderer

1Lt Charles B. Liston

Cpl Julus F. Yackie
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